
SCRUTINY ADVISORY BOARD - ADULTS

Minutes of a Meeting of the Scrutiny Advisory Board - Adults held on Monday, 19 
March 2018 at 10.00 am at Committee Room 1, County Offices, Kendal

PRESENT:

Mr M Wilson (Chair)

Mr A Bowness
Mr W Clark
Mr A Connell
Mr N Cotton
Mr GRPM Roberts

Mr WJ Wearing
Mr K Hitchen
Mr J Mallinson
Mr LN Fisher

Also in Attendance:-

Peter Thornton, 
Cabinet Member for 
Health and Care 
Services

-

Mr S Consterdine - Democratic Services Officer
Mr D Stephens - Strategic Policy & Scrutiny Advisor
Ms A Halliwell - Senior Manager Safeguarding and Care Governance
Ms S Simpson - Senior Manager,  Children, Health & Care 

Commissioning

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

84 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs C McCarron Holmes, Mr F Cassidy 
and Mr K Hitchen.

An apology was also received Mr D Gawne and Mr W Wearing attended as 
substitute.

85 MEMBERSHIP

Mr D Fairbairn has been replaced on the Committee by Mr L Fisher.
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86 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

Mrs C Bowditch declared a personal interest in item 6 as she is a carer and her son 
is in receipt of benefits.

87 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED - that the press and public be admitted to the meeting for all items of 
business

88 MINUTES

Mr GRPM Roberts was not in attendance at this meeting.

Item 81 page 11 in the list of Joint Health and Adults Advisory Group should read “ 
Derek Gawne”.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 18 January 2018 be 
agreed.

89 ALL AGES CARERS CHARTER

The report was presented by Sharon Simpson, Senior Manager - Children's 
Commissioning.
 
The report was to allow Adults Scrutiny Board to provide input into the All Age 
Carers’ Charter at an early stage of its development. 
At the last meeting of the Adults Scrutiny Board it was agreed that the Board have 
another opportunity to consider the Charter in greater depth to provide member 
input on the development of an All Age Carers Charter.

Issues from the report were discussed and a question was asked about what the 
objective of the charter was.

Sharon Simpson, Senior Manager, Children's Commissioning explained that the 
Charter will help to identify all carers, not only the ones which are paid but those in 
the hidden population who need the help and support’

It was suggested that the Charter include a definition of what the meaning of 
‘Carers’ is so it is clear who is covered by the Charter. 

Also the Board requested a vision statement which states the purpose of the 
Charter to be circulated to all members of the Board. 
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A question was asked if there was a list of the proposed carer organisations   and 
consultees before the start of the consultation period to enable members of the 
Board to identify and additions that could be made.

Sharon Simpson, Senior Manager, Children’s commissioning, said that a list would 
be provided to Board members.

The Board thought it was appropriate for a meeting between the Scrutiny Advisory 
Board Children and Young People, Sharon Simpson, Senior Manager, Children's 
Commissioning and members of the Scrutiny Advisory Board Adults for issues to be 
discussed and enable the Scrutiny Advisory Board Children and Young People to 
input their perspective in this respect.

Sharon Simpson, Senior Manager, Children's Commissioning, informed the Board 
that if they have any further questions they would like to ask they could e-mail her 
and she would reply as soon as possible.

RESOLVED:-

 that the Charter to include a definition of what we mean by ‘Carers’ being 
clear who is covered by the Charter. 

 that the Charter to include an overarching vision statement clearly stating the 
purpose of the Charter, this statement to be circulated to the members of the 
Board.

 that the members of the Board to be provided with a list of proposed list of 
consultees, carers organisations etc. prior to the start of the consultation 
period, for Members to identify any additions. 

 that a meeting to be convened with members of Children and Young People 
Scrutiny Advisory Board and Sharon to address the issues discussed and get 
further input from and Children’s Scrutiny perspective. Involving members 
from the Scrutiny Advisory Board Adults.

90 SAFEGUARDING ADULTS AT RISK FROM ABUSE AND NEGLECT

The report was presented by Adrianne Halliwell, Senior Manager, Safeguarding and 
Care Governance

The report provided members of the Board an update and analysis of adult 
safeguarding activity in quarter 3 of 2017/18.  It also briefed Members on progress 
against the key areas of performance relating to Making Safeguarding Personal and 
described the actions planned to strengthen or consolidate improvements in Adult 
Safeguarding in Cumbria.

Adrianne Halliwell, Senior Manager, Safeguarding and Care Governance pointed 
out that there had been a significant increase in the number of concerns raised. This 
is to be welcomed as it is a sign that people are being encouraged to raise 
concerns.



4

A question was asked concerning the number of “Other” in the list of Source of 
Alerts/Concerns/Enquiries.

Adrianne Halliwell, Senior Manager, Safeguarding and Care Governance,
explained that further work is being undertaken with the data recording team to 
identify what can be done to improve the way people self identify when recording 
concerns.

A further question was asked if information was being shared.

Adrianne Halliwell, Senior Manager, Safeguarding and Care Governance explained 
that a board has been set up, Cumbria Safeguarding Adults Board, to improve 
information sharing and reports will be shared with the Board as a part of future 
reports.

A Board member raised the question of why the Community Hospital in Brampton 
Hospital was not included in the list of Sources of Alerts/Concerns/Enquiries for the 
last three quarters.

Adrianne Halliwell, Senior Manager, Safeguarding and Care Governance explained 
that some areas report to the police and Community Safeguarding and will not show 
on the figures. She will examine why there have been no concerns recorded at the 
Community Hospital in Brampton and will report back to the Board member.

RESOLVED:

 that the ‘Other’ category in the source of concern is still a substantial 
proportion, further work to be undertaken with data recording team to analyse 
what can be done to improve the way people self identify when recording a 
concern

 that Improvements in the way that GPs and the Hospital Trusts report on the 
Safeguarding concerns they have raised are then recorded and reported the 
Clinical Commissioning Groups. Work undertaken by multi-agency group 
which reports to Safeguarding Adults Board to be reported the Scrutiny Board 
as part of future reports. 

 that an examination as to why there has been no concerns raised by the 
Community Hospital at Brampton in the last three quarters and report back to 
the Board member.

91 ADULT SCRUTINY ADVISORY BOARD BRIEFING

This briefing was introduced by Mr David Stephens, Strategic Policy and Scrutiny 
Adviser.

The briefing paper informed members of the Board of new or updated items of 
significance to the Adult Scrutiny Advisory Board.
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During a discussion of the briefing a member of the Board asked for clarification on 
point 3.2 of the report as to who “public health” were.

Mr David Stephens, Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Adviser explained that this was 
the public health team within Cumbria County Council.

Peter Thornton, Cabinet Member for Health and Care Services, gave an update on 
the day services review.

He explained that discussions are currently under way with various departments 
within Cumbria County Council with regards to the review so specific details of the 
proposals can be produced. The Local Committees were also being involved to help 
shape what is happening. 

Peter Thornton, Cabinet Member for Health and Care Services, went on to update 
the Board in the main areas being reviewed.

Extra Care

Matters are moving on as planned and some of the schemes are near o the building 
stage.

There will be a review of strategy in the summer.

The Board agreed that it was important that the schemes delivers what is required 
and that the Scrutiny Advisory Board Adults can help support and influence the way 
forward.

A question was asked if this strategy is happening in other Authorities.

Peter Thornton, Cabinet Member for Health and Care Services, advised that this 
was not at present known however this will be investigated during the review in the 
summer.

Day Services

There is to be a review of the Day Services and presentations are currently being 
made to Local Committees.

The report will outline the engagement process, which had already been 
undertaken, and what is planned with regards to staff, service users and members. 
This will be brought to the Board at a future meeting.

Cumbria Care

Peter Thornton, Cabinet Member for Health and Care Services, advised that the low 
occupancy figures were a concern. The County Council is not allowed to direct 
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occupants to Council run premises as it is an open market and people have freedom 
of choice.

A question was raised concerning the occupancy of the new home in Barrow.

Mr David Stephens, Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Adviser. Advised the Board that 
he would request these figures and bring them to a future meeting.

Integration

Members were informed that the CQC Review of the Health and Care System in 
Cumbria was now expected to report in May.

A question was asked concerning the amalgamation of Adults and Children Social 
Care in the current restructure of the Extended Leadership Team. A  concern was 
expressed that the Special Teams in these individual areas, who deal with various 
disabilities, would still be there following the amalgamation.

Peter Thornton, Cabinet Member for Health and Care Services, explained that the 
assumption is that they would as by bringing the teams together will give whole of 
life care. This is a high level restructure and will be properly thought through.

RESOLVED:-

 that the occupancy figures requested for the new Care Home in Barrow be 
provided for the Board.

 that the Day Services Review to be picked up at the June meeting.
 that a report be presented at the October meeting in respect of the Extra 

Care Housing review.

92 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Scrutiny Advisory Board – Adults is on 28 June 2018 in the 
Conference Room, Cumbria House, Botchergate, Carlisle.

The meeting ended at 12.05 pm


